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My background in various types of design, web development, photography and the customer-focused online art gallery I run 
shows my versatility and interest in approaching complex design challenges in a creative way.

The end user or customer serves as the central core of all of the work I have done. Attention to detail, strong writing skills, 
an ability to work independently or within a group and a penchant for  “figuring things out” as needed are some of my 
strengths.

I have included examples of several projects with accompanying information architecture and database flow charts where 
available. To see more of my portfolio, visit the links below:

PORTFOLIO:
https://karenburton.com

MFA THESIS PRESENTATION BOOK (pdf):
http://karenburton.com/Burton_final_comp2b.pdf

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.
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My Creative View
Featured here are screenshots of my thesis project 
for a Master of Fine Arts degree in Web Design/
New Media with the Academy of Art University in 
San Francisco. This user-centered Flash application 
involved extensive research into the needs of the 
target user along with several rounds of user testing. 

My Creative View offers its target users a way to get 
inspired and take part in the creative process. The 
interactive slideshow (bottom) featues photographs 
taken throughout the seasons of my view of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains to the west of my home and studio. 
They are combined with inspirational quotes from 
artists, philosophers and writers along with soothing 
music to put the user “in the mood” to create.

The slideout tabs on the right allow the user to control 
background music options, choose literary or artistic 
quotes and choose from slideshow theme options 
(seasons, sunsets and clouds).

home page

inspirational slideshow
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My Creative View - continued
Pictured here (top) is the Creative Play Collage, where 
the user can play around with backgrounds, images, 
stickers, solid shapes and alphabet letters to build a 
spontaneous collage. The slideout tabs to the right of 
the artboard allow the user to flip a collage piece or 
to change transparency, color or depth of the various 
elements.

The user can upload and use their own images in 
their creations or use the supplied sample landscape 
images. When finished, the user can preview it, 
download a copy to their computer, print it or clear 
the artboard to start all over again. The possibilities 
are limitless.

The other main creative exercise offered on My 
Creative View is the Creative Spark Journal (bottom), 
where various brainstorming elements are offered 
to encourage the user to create an original creative 
writing piece or a personal journal entry. 

Tech: Adobe Flash, Actionscript 3.0, XML, PHP, Adobe 
Photoshop, digital photography

Concept/User Experience: concept development, user 
requirements, personas, competitive analysis, information 
architecture, prototyping/mockups, user testing

creative play collage

creative spark journal

View project documentation:
https://karenburton.com/Burton_final_comp2b.pdf
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My Creative View - Information Architecture
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My Creative View - Database Flows

Register/Login

Register

Optional Entry Points:
Anywhere in site

Required Entry Points:
Collage and Journal/MY IMAGES tab
--Display of stored images
--Get images from my computer link
--Save projects (possibly for future development)

success error

You have been
successfully registered.

You are already a member.
Please login.

Need �rst name
Need last name
Need email
Need valid email
Need passwordSUBMIT

Form fades
LOGGED IN



RESET







Login

success error

You have successfully
logged in.

Email/Password not correct or
you have not registered yet.

Need email
Need valid email
Need password

SUBMIT

Form fades
LOGGED IN



RESET

CLOSE





Link to login Link to register

Login and Register buttons removed
Logout button apprears
User Account dropdown added
--Upload Images
--My Account (management)
--My images (management)
--My Projects (future development)

CLOSE

Forgot Password?

email to user




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My Creative View - Database Flows

My Account

success error

Your account has been
successfully updated.

Edit �rst name
Edit last name
Edit email
Edit passwordUPDATE





CLOSE



Entry Point:
User Account Dropdown

Logged In

Upload Images

success error

Image successfully uploaded. Error loading. Try again.

UPLOAD

CLOSE



Entry Point:
User Account Dropdown

My Images Tab
(Collage or Journal)

BROWSE

Choose image





No images have been uploaded yet.

Get images from my computer

If No Saved Images

Not Logged In

Displays user’s stored images.

Get images from my computer

If Saved Images

You need to register or log in to upload your own images and use them in this project.

Get images from my computer

MY IMAGES (Collage or Journal)
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Rendezvous Gallery
I am the owner, designer and developer of this online 
e-commerce fine art/fine craft gallery. The gallery
went totally online after being a storefront gallery in
Leesburg, Virginia.

Rendezvous Gallery presents the work of an ever-
growing group of hand-picked, talented US artists, 
featuring fine art, sculpture, contemporary furniture 
and home & garden decor, as well as fine handcrafted 
jewelry and wearable art.

I photograph more than 75% of the product shots, 
produce promotional ads, postcards, and send out a 
bi-monthly e-newsletter to clients around the world.

The website was recently redesigned and recoded by 
hand to be Google- and mobile-friendly. The interface 
is simple and bold to highlight the photos of the 
artists’ work and make it easy for collectors to enjoy 
their unique shopping experience.

Tech: Adobe Dreamweaver, HTML5, CSS, Adobe Photoshop, 
Adobe Illustrator, digital photography

View project:
https://rendezvousstyle.com/

Portfolio
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Rendezvous Gallery
Four-color postcard and two-sided business card 
designs to coordinate with the Rendezvous web site 
and continue the brand. The goal was to feature 
images of some of the contemporary handmade 
artwork - giving a sense of the variety of media and 
types of objects available through the gallery. 

Tech: Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, digital 
photography

Portfolio

postcard front

back

front
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View project:
http://wholisticpawsvet.com/

Wholistic Paws Veterinary Services
Designed and coded this information-packed web 
site for a mobile veterinary service focusing on 
rehabilitation, acupuncture and in-home euthanasia.

“Every pet parent that contacts us has commented on 
not just how informational and touching our website is 
but also how easy it is to navigate.”

Tech: Adobe Dreamweaver, XHTML, CSS, Adobe Photoshop

Portfolio
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Amy Kahn Russell Jewelry
Interactive artist-oriented web site that combined 
several coding/program languages and a database 
using a front end and an administrative back end. 
This project features the handmade jewelry of Amy 
Kahn Russell and includes interactive elements such 
as a contact form, wish list (store and share), add 
comments page and a user forum. 

Tech: Adobe Dreamweaver, XHTML, CSS, Javascript, PHP, 
MySQL, Adobe Photoshop, digital photography

Portfolio

home page
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Site Diagram

Home
1.0

Jewelry
1.1

Wish List
1.2

Gemstones
1.3

Comments
1.4

Subscribe
1.5

Contact
1.6

Help
1.7

My Account
1.8

My Basket
1.9

Search
1.10

edit
(remove items)

Share
1.2.1.1

Inventory
Detail Pages
1.1.1-1.1.x

add to
basket

add to
wish list

Login/
Register

Return
Wish List

1.2.1

My Basket

SITE DIAGRAM: akrjewelry.com page 1
Karen Burton, designer
Last updated: 10/19/07

Login/
Register

Add
comment

1.4.1

(popup
enlargement)

Confirmation
1.2.1.1.1

Preview
comment

submit

edit
Static HTML page

Dynamic page

Flow reference

To be developed

Javascript new window

Form elements on page

Mailto links

Links to other websites

LEGEND

edit
Global Navigation

confirm/
alert

Confirmation
1.6.1.

LoginRegister

Forgot
password

Error
alert

Member
Page

w/Welcome “first name”

Confirmation

entry points:
Add to wish list
Add Comment

My Account

Login  Flow

SITE DIAGRAM: akrjewelry.com page 2
Karen Burton, designer
Last updated: 10/19/07

Static HTML page

Dynamic page

Flow reference

To be developed

Javascript new window

Form elements on page

Mailto links

Links to other websites

LEGEND

Amy Kahn Russell Jewelry - Information Architecture/Database Flow

Portfolio
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In His Own Words - 
Monet at the time of Giverny
This is a prototype for a project called “In His Own 
Words – Monet at the Time of Giverny” that combines 
photos of Monet taken at various ages, letters he 
wrote to his family and the paintings he painted during 
his time in Giverny and the surrounding countryside.

This project could be further developed either as a 
straightforward HTML/CSS web site or as a Flash/
Actionscript project with more interactive and 
animated elements.

This could be the type of e-learning project that an art 
museum featuring Monet’s paintings would be 
interested in and would allow a viewer to get a more 
personal glimpse into Monet’s life at the time each 
featured painting was painted.

Tech: Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop

home page

section page
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Seasons of Giverny – 
Monet’s Growing Calendar
This is another prototype for a project called “Seasons 
of Giverny – Monet’s Growing Calendar”. It presents 
the various flowers that Monet used in his legendary 
gardens at Giverny. Broken down by the main growing 
seasons, the site provides useful information and 
advice to people who want to learn about growing 
them in their own gardens during early spring, late 
spring, summer and fall.

Tech: Adobe Illustrator, Adobe Photoshop

home page

section page
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Landscape Photography
From a series of photographs taken of the view of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains from my home and studio in 
Virginia. I try to capture the many moods evident in 
the changing times and seasons seen in this magical 
place. These digital landscape images are an integral 
part of my MFA thesis project. 

Tech: digital photography

Portfolio

spring

summer
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autumn

winter

Landscape Photography
From a series of photographs taken of the view of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains from my home and studio in 
Virginia. I try to capture the many moods evident in 
the changing times and seasons seen in this magical 
place. These digital landscape images were an integral 
part of my MFA thesis project. 

Tech: digital photography

Portfolio


